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Perspective from the One Stop Center

0 doubt, more
than o miov-
ie has been made
recently that bullds the
“Great Recession™ into its
lime
“Upin the Air” with
Georpe Clooney, Vera Far-
kg and Anna Kesdrick
i one that my wifeand I
watchiod on Cable nocent-
by bt a guy wied travels
around the country firing
E::ple,ﬂm VETY ISpiring
, o seemingly a very
sympathetic characier,
but somehow you come to
care about Cloohey’s char-
acter. Even in our escap-
iam, we cant escape the
reality of tough times.
Evan Longoria ¢om-
plained the other day

jonési@8boadenten.com

about the poor atten-
dnnee ab Tampa Bay Rays
games, even though the
tesn had the best recosd
in baseball

Miore than one persan
singested that the econ-
omy had something to
o with it. Probably true.
Take the Tampa Bay Bucs.
Their two bome games so
far this season have been

hh:h_-d out on TV be-
cause they can't il their
stadium,

O Frickay, I had anop-
portunity to walk through
the Bill Gabrano One Stop
Center, off Ninth Street
Woest near MeKechnie
Field,

The center Paomezes the

that the last thing they are
thinking about ks watch-
ing anything on cable ar
going to obaseball garme.
Mo, at the One Siop

Center, the priorities of
the clients are L When do
Deat again? And 2 Where

do i sir-r.-puum;hﬁ

“We lave gone from
Zero bo 5,000 mph in 18
months ™ coalition board
member Les Martin told
me in a phone inerview
of the hugre client boad.

It’s difficult to imagine
the O Stop Center not
exizting before 20009, and
what those desperate cli-
ents — hundreds of them
each day — would do now
ittt 18

As T walked through the
center 1 took note of some
of those clients, many of
whiom wera rail thin, their
skin leathery from Living
oitdoors, It pulled at the
beart sirings, and made
me think, “There but by
the grace of God o a bot

of us”

It alen gave me rencwed
appreciation for the good
people who serve as di-
rectors, Volunbeers and
domors and make possable
places ke the One Stop
Center and otlser safiety-
net onganizations. They
are heldping lift some of
the misery and sunely -
ing Hves,

James A, Jaoes k. Eoar Marna-
tee Edivor, can b cone
facted arf M5F02),

@ Need more Jim?

Road more colurmas
ot Bradenton.comy
columnlits, plus you Gan
riid hig D9Og, East Word,
at Bradenton.com/ ogs,




